
AP European History 2022 Summer Reader

I am excited to explore European history with you next year! Our course will begin at a moment of transition from the Middle
Ages to the Renaissance and Reformation. To be prepared to fully engage with the course material, please read (or listen to) the
following texts. All written texts are posted on the Social Studies website. Please annotate as you read.

Required

The Middle Ages

1. Florence: Out of Darkness. This podcast gives an excellent introduction to the transition out of the Middle
Ages. Yes, he spells words for you, but don’t let that get in the way of the larger message!

https://rockyruggiero.com/episode-10-�orence-out-of-darkness/

2. “The Road of Death and Destruction,” in Peter Frankopan, The Silk Roads.: This excerpt discusses the Bubonic
Plague and its impact on Europe.

3. “Lutherans Long Before Luther,” in Thomas Cahill, Heretics and Heroes. Thomas Cahill. In years past, this
book was the summer read for AP Euro. Let the highlighting guide you as to what is important to know from
this excerpt.

The Renaissance and Reformation
Each of these articles does an excellent job of setting the scene for the time period. We will read more about Machiavelli
and Luther in our �rst units, and these introductions are very helpful.

4. “How Jacques Coeur Made His Fortune”
5. “Machiavelli: Would You Buy a Used Car from This Man?”
6. “Where Columbus was Coming From”
7. “Luther: Giant of His Time and Ours”

Mapping
Familiarize yourself with European geography. Europe's borders, as we will discuss, are not and have never been 
static. Still, it is useful to know where stu� is. Please complete at least the �rst quiz until you can do reasonably well 
on it. (These quizzes use contemporary maps of Europe.)

8. European countries quiz: https://www.sporcle.com/games/g/europe
9. Bonus: capitals quiz: https://www.sporcle.com/games/g/europecapitals;

Bonus: rivers quiz: https://www.sporcle.com/games/markassonne/�nd-the-river-europe

Optional

Can’t wait to dive in even more? Have extra time on your hands? Read Chapter 11 (the �rst chapter) of our textbook. We won’t
do the whole thing in class, and there’s some great stu� in there. Don’t take notes, just read it for understanding (rather than to
get to the end). It will give you an introduction to the textbook, a sense of how long homework readings during the year might
take, and a refresher on the issues of the Middle Ages that led up to the Renaissance.

I am looking forward to meeting you all in the fall. Until then, if you have questions or concerns, I can be reached at
rothschd@nths.net.

 — Mr. Rothschild
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